














RAIL ABANDONMENT 
“Abandoned” Rail lines have 
been through a process with 
the U.S. Surface Transportation 
Board that removed their legal 
status as a continuous corridor.  
It is recommended that rail 
abandonment is avoided 
to leverage opportunities to 
reuse or restore unused rail 
corridors. 

RAIL BANKING
“Railbanking” lines provide an 
opportunity for an “interim use” 
designation to be applied to the 
corridor.  This allows for use as  
recreational trails while the rail 
corridor maintains its legal status 
as a transportation corridor. The 
SILVER COMET TRAIL owned by 
GDOT is a prime example of a 
Railbanked corridor. 

RAIL SERVICE RESTORATION
Unused rail corridors can provide 
opportunities for economic 
development by providing access 
and using available assets to restore 
service for industry or tourism. These 
improvements can be eligible for 
FRA grants, or state funding on state-
owned lines. 

Silver 
Comet Trail 

Pumpkinvine Trestle 
Dallas, GA  

Brushy Mt Tunnel 
Rockmart, GA
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Unused rail corridors in Georgia provide opportunities for reactivation or 
re-purposing. Unused rail corridors can be ‘Railbanked’, have rail service 
restored, or formally abandoned. 

St. Mary’s West RR
•Currently used for railcar storage. 
If 2 bridges and 11 miles of track 
were repaired then the RR could 
reinstate rail service to connect to 
new prospective rail customers and 
major rail hub at Waycross

HOG - Midville Line 
•Track segment north 
of Vidalia is out of 
service but slated to be 
rehabilitated.  This will 
reconnect the two HOG 
lines providing better 
service through an 
interchange with the Ga 
Central RR and highway 
proximity to I-16.  

SILVER COMET TRAIL

UNUSED RAIL 
CORRIDORS

Rail  
Opportunities In order to accomplish  the goals and 

objectives set forth in the STATE RAIL PLAN, 
GDOT proposes a RAIL SERVICE AND INVESTMENT 
PROGRAM, which is contingent on funding. 

Projects in the Rail Service and Projects in the Rail Service and 
Investment Program seek to:Investment Program seek to:

•Increase Rail’s modal share •Increase Rail’s modal share 

•Modernize Short Line RR infrastructure •Modernize Short Line RR infrastructure 

•Extend the reach of the Port of Savannah 		 •Extend the reach of the Port of Savannah 		
   through Inland Ports   through Inland Ports

•Alleviate blocked crossings •Alleviate blocked crossings 

•Promote Passenger Rail Projects opportunities•Promote Passenger Rail Projects opportunities

Project Type Total Number 
of Projects

Total Estimated 
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Short-Range Projects on State-Owned Railroads (2021-2022) 7 $71.1 M
Short-Range Projects on State-Owned Railroads (2023-2025) 24 $92.2 M
Short-Range Crossing Projects (2021-2025) 66 $51.3 M
Short-Range Crossing Needs Shortfall n/a $96.6 M
Short-Range Passenger Rail Improvements (Amtrak Station) 1 $55.4 M

Short-Range Total: 98 $366.6 M

Passenger Rail Studies 6 $25.5 M
Projects on State-Owned Rail Lines 23 $112.3 M
Ongoing Maintenance of GDOT-owned short line railroads n/a $319.8 M
Track and Bridge Upgrades of GDOT-Owned short line railroads 
to carry 286,000 lb railcars n/a $453.2 M

Projects on Privately-Owned Rail Lines 22 $193.7 M
Inland Ports 3 $217.3 M
Blocked Crossing Projects 6 $586.6 M

Long-range Total: 60 $1,908.4 M

Short-Range & Long-Range Total: 158+ �������������������0

Long-Range Projects

Short-Range Projects



Thanks to all of our 
stakeholders and 
planning partners. 

Georgia is driven 
by rail. 

For more 
information, please 
visit the State Rail 
Plan website:  

dot.ga.gov/IS/Rail/
StateRailPlan 

For a State Rail Map 
of Georgia, please 
visit: 

dot.ga.gov/IS/Rail

Please email any 
questions to: 

railprogram@dot.ga.gov


